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Impressions of Beppu

by the Winchester University exchange students

O0As we emerged on deck at dawn on the
overnight ferry from Osaka, our first impression
of Beppu was the steam rising from the hot
springs and drifting up towards the mountains
which form such a dramatic backdrop to the
town. It all looked so peaceful, hard to imagine
that below the surface, it was red hot volcanic
magma that was creating this mysterious picture.
We were to be reminded of that after a few
weeks, when the tremors began. But that first
morning we experienced not just the welcome of
the hot springs and mountains but the warmth
and hospitality of the Beppu people. At still only
half past six in the morning, Ueda-sensei and
Professor Griffiths had kindly come to meet us,
take us to breakfast and escort us to the Kokusai
Koryu Kaikan.

Our accommodation could not have been better.
For us to, quite literally, be upstairs from the
train station was a fantastic surprise, and has
proved extremely handy for traveling around the
region. We were equally delighted to discover that
Beppu Daigaku was only a short walk up the hill
from the station (although, we weren't too sad
when, after getting internet connection in our

kaikan, we no longer had to carry our laptops up

the hill each day ). We were impressed by the
University campus, in particular the new Media
Centre, which became our second home for the
first couple of months. We were fortunate to have
a week to get settled in before university started,
and got so used to having the Media Centre for
ourselves that it came as quite a shock when all
the students arrived at the beginning of term.
However, it was great to see the fourth year

Winchester Returnees’ again and catch up all
their news.

Little did we know then how many friends we
would come to make during our stay here.
Thanks to some particularly kind people we have
enjoyed Blossom picnics, seen Beppu from the
heights of Mount Tsurumi, marveled at the carved
Buddhas in Usuki, been amazed at the bubbling
volcano at Aso, been caught on camera by a local
TV station at the Kitsuki matsuri, planted rice in a
paddy field and been taken to the Oita * Big Eye’
football stadium to cheer on the Oita Trinita
(unfortunately, they lost).

One of the things we have enjoyed most is the
simple pleasure of discovering the little bars and
restaurants hidden around Beppu, offering a

tantalizing array of local dishes.



O Our particular favourite has been the
Okonomiyaki place on Beppu daigaku dori.
Another thing we will not forget in a hurry are the
onsen and sand baths we have taken with friends.

Indeed, we found that relaxing in a hot and
steamy bath was the perfect way to conduct EFL
(English as a foreign language) classes.

Assisting with Professor Griffiths' and Yamano-
sensei's English classes has been one of the
highlights of our trip. All of us have been touched
by the energy and enthusiasm that many students
bring to the classes. Their eagerness to learn
English has been truly inspirational, and has
naturally led us to develop and tailor our teaching
over the weeks. From homework help in the

oOoOooooooooooooa

evenings at the kaikan, to one student's guest
appearance rapping on a music album, we hope
that in return we have brought English to life for
some students. The insights we have got into
Japanese society and culture from attending
events such as the Sports Days and the Korean
Girls School visit at Meiho and Myojo Schools
have been invaluable. We feel privileged to have
been invited to take part in all these events.

Our time in Beppu has been very special for
each of us. Not only will the experience of the
earthquakes stay with us for a long time, but so
too will the memories of all our adventures and
studies. The English professors and EFL students
are truly excellent ambassadors for Beppu
University and deserve great thanks from all of

us.
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